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Terms of UseTerms of Use

This document is only for use by the OSMTJ Knights Templar
of  America  for  the purpose  of  Investiture  and promotion of  those
deserving within our ranks. It shall instruct a regional Priory in the
ways  of  Investiture  for  the ease  and consistency across  the  Grand
Priory  of  America.  It  shall  only  be  used  by  those  who  have  the
authority to utilize it.

This  is  a  guide  and  may  be  adapted  within  reason  by  the
administering authorities as circumstances demand.

After the performance of the ceremony, this document shall be
kept by the Priory which used it for the purpose of record keeping
and posterity.

This  document  should  be  used  only  a  single  time.  Each
Investiture should acquire a new document of like kind for its record.

Should  a  new Prior  begin  to  lead  a  region,  please  pass  this
document on so that proper continuity may be maintained.
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PreparationPreparation
SUPPLIES

Music selection: Chanted hymn or recording, 
(such as Estampie Crusaders Allelujah or March of the Templars)

Beausant (Templar Battle Flag)
Processional Cross and/or Bible

10 Candles, 1 for Christ, 9 for Knights
Sword of Accolade

Mantles (provided by each Candidate)
Neck Crosses (for each Candidate)

PARTICIPANTS

Following members of the Priory should (if available) participate in
the Investiture:

a. PRIOR

b. SENESCHAL

c. CHAPLAIN

d. MASTER AT ARMS, or DRAPER

e. FLAG BEARER (if using a flag)
f. KNIGHT ASPIRANTs

g. CAAS eligible for promotion
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Pre-CeremonyPre-Ceremony
SIGNING OF THE ARTICLES

In keeping with tradition, the ceremony begins the night before the
Investiture itself. The Articles are presented to the Knights Aspirants

to look over and sign. In agreeing to honor the Articles, they are
signed by the KNIGHT ASPIRANTs.

CONSECRATION OF THE TEMPLE

If  the  location  used  for  the  Investiture  is  not  a  place  of  worship
CHAPLAIN shall pray:

In the name of The Father, and of The Son, and of The Holy Spirit
✠ , as a called and ordained minister of The Church, I ask for God’s
blessing on these grounds, seeing fit to call them Holy in the sight of
Almighty God for the use, and service this day as the Temple of This

Most Holy Order. 

Glory Be to God. Amen.

SEATING

       Seating will be designated by the MASTER AT ARMS prior to the
Ceremony, however MASTER AT ARMS will insure front row seating for
the  PRIOR,  SENESCHAL,  CHAPLAIN and himself. Seating for the Knight
aspirants should be directly behind the front row. If side seating is
available, then Knight aspirants should sit there. Other attendents sit
in rows by rank, Knights, SAAs, CAAs, then guests.
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CeremonyCeremony
PROCESSION

    a. Music. The procession should begin when the music for entrance
is played, either chanting a hymn, or playing a recording.
      b. Procession will be lead by Processional Cross or Bible, the FLAG

BEARER with  the  Templar  Flag  (if  used),  sword  held  as  a  cross,
followed  by  the  Priory  Officers  participating  in  the  Ceremony,
KNIGHT ASPIRANTS, Guest Knights, SAAs, and CAAs.
      c. Procession: Priory Officers proceed to the head of the room,
while  those  following  behind  file  into  their  assigned  seating.  The
Priory  will  remain  standing  as  are  able  until  the  whole  of  the
company has entered The Temple, and the PRIOR will indicate when
to be seated.

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST, AND THE MEMORY OF THE FIRST

NINE

PRIOR shall say:

“In Matthew 18:20 Jesus tells his disciples: ‘For where two or three
are gathered together in my name, there I am in the midst of them.’”

The Christ Candle on the Altar is lit by the CHAPLAIN who shall then
say :

“Again Jesus spoke to them saying ‘I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but have the light of

Life.’”
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PRIOR shall say:

“According to William of Tyre, a group of nine knights approached
the King and Patriarch of Jerusalem on Christmas Eve of 1118 asking

to elect a Master and create a Monastic Rule for them to become
monks. They swore allegiance to The Church and were granted
quarters on the Temple Mount. They were assigned the task of

protecting Pilgrims in the Holy Land.”

CHAPLAIN shall say:

“ Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works,and glorify your Father which is in Heaven” 

[The SENESCHAL shall light one candle for each of the First Nine as
their name is read aloud by the PRIOR.]

Hugues de Payens-  The First Master of the Temple.

Godefroy de Saint-Omer

Andre de Montbard

Hugues I of Champagne

Geffroi Bisol

Archambaud de St.Amand

Payen de Montdidier

Rossal

Gondemar

[When all candles are lit, they all return to their seats.]
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CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE

[The CHAPLAIN shall now deliver a message of spiritual
encouragement. When complete, invite the PRIOR to proceed.]

PRESENTATION OF THE ARTICLES OF THE ORDER

PRIOR shall say:

“KNIGHT ASPIRANTs, rise. I hold in front of me a copy of the Articles of
Obedience given to this Most Holy Order. Do you as your signatures

attest,  agree to abide by these articles?

KNIGHT ASPIRANTs shall reply in unison:

“I do.”

THE ACCOLADE OF KNIGHTHOOD.

PRIOR shall say:

       In the early 12th century,  St.  Bernard de Clairvaux wrote a
treatise  on  the  “new  Knighthood”  as  represented  by  the  Knights
Templar.  In Chapter 3 he writes:
    “But the knights of Christ may safely fight the battles of their Lord,
fearing neither sin if they smite the enemy, nor danger at their own
death; since to inflict death or to die for Christ is no sin, but rather,
an abundant claim to glory. In the first case one gains for Christ, and
in the second one gains Christ himself. The Lord freely accepts the
death of the foe who has offended him, and yet more freely gives
himself for the consolation of his fallen knight. The knight of Christ,
I say, may strike with confidence and die yet more confidently, for he
serves  Christ  when  he  strikes,  and  serves  himself  when  he  falls.
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Neither does he bear the sword in vain, for he is God's minister, for
the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of the good.”
PRIOR shall unsheathe The Accolade Sword, move to the head of “The

House” and say
“CHAPLAIN, prepare the candidates.”

A BLESSING OF THE KNIGHT ASPIRANTS

[Candidates come forward]
[CHAPLAIN proclaims a blessing over the Candidates.]

Upon completion, he turns to the PRIOR and says, 
“The candidates are prepared.”

[Candidates return to their seats]

THE KNIGHTING

The PRIOR announces: “Sergeant (name) arise and enter the house.”

As he/she enters the box, and kneels, CHAPLAIN begins to read his
scripture:

“ This is what the LORD says: Do what is just and right. Rescue from 
the hand of the oppressor the one who has been robbed. Do no 
wrong or violence to the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow, and 
do not shed innocent blood in this place. 4 For if you are careful to 
carry out these commands, then kings who sit on David’s throne will 
come through the gates of this palace, riding in chariots and on 
horses, accompanied by their officials and their people.  But if you do 
not obey these commands, declares the LORD, I swear by myself that
this palace will become a ruin.’” Jeremiah, 22:3-5.

PRIOR:  “Sergeant place your hands on the hilt of the sword. Here is
your oath of office: (Name), do you solemnly swear fealty to our Lord
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Jesus Christ, to obey his word as given in the Holy Bible? Do you also
swear to abide by the Articles as set down by the OSMTJ and the
Grand Priory of the USA?”

KNIGHT ASPIRANT says “I so swear.”
PRIOR:  “When a person was given the title of Knight, he was said to
have earned his spurs. In honor of this, MASTER AT ARMS please touch
the heels of his shoes with the spurs.”

[As PRIOR raises the sword, the CHAPLAIN collects the neck cross, the
SENESCHAL and Master at Arms collect the mantle and holds it open

behind him.]

PRIOR touches the sword to the right shoulder and says  “Serve with
strength.”
He then touches his left shoulder and says “Live with honor.”
He then touches the top of his head and says  “Have faith in Christ
unto life everlasting.”

PRIOR returns the sword to “at attention” and says “Arise a Knight, Sir
(name)”. 
[As he stands CHAPLAIN places the cross over the Knight's head]
[SENESCHAL and Master of Arms place the mantle over his shoulders]
PRIOR gives him his certificate saying,  “Here are the letters patent
showing all your rank.”

[Allow a short moment for applause and congratulation]
{New Knight backs out of the box and returns to his seat]

[This is repeated for each KNIGHT ASPIRANT.]
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FINAL ADMONITION.

PRIOR announces: “As a final admonition to all Knight’s, I would like
to quote two scriptures. First, Proverbs 15:33; “The fear of the LORD
[is]  the  instruction  of  wisdom;  and  before  honour  [is]  humility.
Second is the verses containing the motto of the Knight’s Templar,
Psalm 115:1; “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name
give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake.”

Thank you all for attending this Investiture ceremony by the Priory
of St.  James. Please all file out after the procession exits and make
sure all have signed the Guest Lists.

[Any Additional Annoucements]

RECESSIONAL

Recession begins when music plays (if being used) lead by MASTER AT 
ARMS, New Knights, following in order are CHAPLAIN, SENESCHAL and 
PRIOR exits last.
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Statutes of theStatutes of the

Ordre Souverain et Militaire du Temple de Jerusalem, 
An association organized and operating under the law of Switzerland

PREAMBLE

The Order is an autonomous international Christian chivalric
organization which traces  its  heritage to  the original  Order  of  the
Temple  of  Jerusalem,  founded  in  Jerusalem  circa  1118  A.D.  It  is
founded  to  support,  in  the  modern  world,  many  of  the  ideals
embodied in the devotion and sacrifice of the knights of the original
Order. While sections of these Statutes are derived from the Primitive
Rule of the Templars, the Statutes of 1705 and other extant historical
documents  of  the  earlier  Order,  the  present  day  Order  is  self-
governing,  subject  to  no  higher  authority  than  obedience  and
devotion to Christian chivalric ideals and teachings of Our Lord Jesus
Christ,  and  to  the  promulgation  and  spread  of  those  ideals  and
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teachings throughout the world. The Order draws its power to govern
from  the  consent  of  itsmember  constituent  bodies,  its  Christian
strength from religious protectors,  and its  chivalric  authority from
royal patrons.

ARTICLE I. TITLE OF THE ORDER.

The title of this Organization in French is "Ordre Souverain et
Militaire du Temple de Jerusalem" abbreviated “OSMTJ”, which when
used by its constituent bodies, may be followed by a translation of the
title into the national language in use by that body, and hereinafter
this  Organization  shall  be  called  the  "Order".  The  Order  is  an
international  cultural  Christian  and  humanitarian  organization,
organized as an international association of national entities operating
under Chapter 210 of federal civil code of Switzerland.

ARTICLE II. OBJECTS AND PURPOSE OF THE ORDER.

        The Order is based on an ancient Christian brotherhood, and its
objects and purposes shall be:

a.  To  provide  an  opportunity  for  the  practice  of  ecumenical
Christianity  to  support  the  precepts  of  Christian  Chivalry  and  to
investigate and emulate the historical ideals of the ancient Order.

b. To encourage and promote Christian humanitarian work and
charity  generally,  and especially  in  support  of  oppressed  Christian
peoples in the Middle East.

c.  To  encourage  all  that  makes  for  the  spiritual  and  moral
strengthening  of  humankind  in  accordance  with  the  first  great
principle of the Order embodied in its motto: 

"Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory."
d.  To  form  and  administer  establishments,  councils,

associations, centers or other subordinate bodies to facilitate the work
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of the Order in all regions.
e. To maintain contact and develop collaboration with kindred

Orders and bodies.
The Order is not organized for profit and no part of the net

earnings of the Order shall inure to the benefit of any private member
or individual. The Order shall not attempt to influence legislation and
shall not participate in any campaign activity for or against political
candidates.

ARTICLE III. THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES of the Order are English,
Spanish and French.

ARTICLE IV.  THE GRAND MASTER,  elected  by  the  Grand
Magistral Council for a renewable term of ten years, shall be the
head of the Order, shall represent the Order at diplomatic and
international functions, and shall perform such other duties as
may be appropriate to his Office.

1.  The  Grand  Master  shall  make  all  appointments  and  shall
exercise supreme direction, administrative and executive control over
the  affairs  of  the  Order,  its  establishments,  its  subordinate
organizations,  and  its  members.  The  Grand  Master  shall  have  the
right to veto any recommendation, resolution, decision or proceeding
of the Grand Magistral Council or ofany subordinate organization of
the Order.

2. In the event of the death or permanent and total disability of
the  Grand  Master,  the  Grand  Chancellor  shall  assume  the  role  of
Regent of the Order and shall, within six months after the death or
disability of the Grand Master, organize and conduct an election by
the  Grand Priors  of  a  new Grand Master.  In  the  absence  of  such
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action  by  the  Regent,  the  Grand  Priors  by  majority  vote  shall
continue the affairs of the Order until a new Grand Master is elected.
The Regent shall under the direction of the Grand Magistral Council,
conduct the day to day affairs of the Order until a new Grand Master
is  elected.  Such  authority  may be  exercised  by  the  Regent  for  no
longer than six months, and all actions taken by the Regent must be
ratified by the Grand Magistral Council as soon as is practicable at a
meeting or by mail or electronic
polling of its members at any time.

ARTICLE V. STRUCTURE OF THE ORDER.

1. The Order is composed of autonomous Grand Priories. Only
one Grand Priory may exist in any one nation or state. Subject to the
direction of the Grand Master, the Order is governed by its Grand
Priors under the following structures,

2.  The  Grand  Magistral  Council  which  is  the  supreme
Legislative Body of the Order is comprised of the Grand Master and
the  Grand  Priors,  with  decisional  vote,  and  the  Grand  Magistral
Officers with consultative vote. Any Grand Magistral Officer who is
also a serving Grand Prior may only vote once as an officer, however,
his Grand Priory may also be represented by his designee who shall
cast the vote of the Grand Priory. The Grand Magistral Council shall
meet at least one time each year.

3. In the conduct of the international affairs of the Order, The
Grand  Magistral  Council  shall  have  the  power,  subject  to  the
direction of the Grand Master, to make, amend, revoke or suspend (in
whole or in part and either generally or in relation to any specified
area) Rules for any purpose expressed in these Statutes or otherwise as
it  may  deem  necessary  or  expedient  for  the  conduct,  control  or
management  of  the  international  affairs  of  the  Order  and,  when
published in such manner as the Grand Magistral Council may direct,
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such Rules shall be binding on all organizations, or persons, to which
they are applicable, except that the Grand Magistral Council shall not
interfere in the internal affairs of any Grand Priory, Priory or other
subordinate organization.

4. To facilitate the conduct of the international affairs and work
of the Order, the Grand Magistral Council may, in its discretion and
subject to the direction of the Grand Master, delegate in such manner
as its deems fit any of its powers and authority to any Grand Magistral
Officer,  or  other  officer  of  the  Order  as  it  may  specify,  provided
always that the Grand Magistral Council shall not delegate the Grand
Master’s authority to make Rules, or to approve recommendations for
admission, suspension or expulsion of constituent bodies,
members and establishments in the Order.

5.  The  Grand Magistral  Council  may appoint  Committees  of
such membership and with such terms of reference as it may specify,
or as prescribed by these Statutes or Rules.

ARTICLE VI. THE GRAND MAGISTRAL OFFICERS.

1. Grand Chancellor. The Grand Master shall appoint a Grand
Chancellor,  who  shall  serve  for  a  term  of  three  years  or  at  the
Pleasure  of  the  Grand Master.  The  Grand Chancellor  shall  be  the
chief operating officer of the Order and shall perform such functions
as designated by the Grand Master.

2. The Grand Magistral Council shall elect, for a similar term as
the Grand Chancellor, the following officers, in order of precedence,
who shall perform the listed duties.

a.  Grand  Secretary  General,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the
Grand Chancellor upon ratification of the Grand Magistral Council
and shall hold office during the pleasure of the Grand Chancellor or
until  resignation,  shall  be  responsible  for  all  international
administrative matters of the Order.
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b.  Grand  Treasurer,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand
Chancellor upon ratification of the Grand Magistral Council and shall
hold office  during the pleasure  of  the Grand Chancellor  or  earlier
resignation,  and  who  shall  be  responsible  for  all  international
financial matters of the Order.

c.  Grand  Marshal,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand
Chancellor  upon  ratification  of  the  Grand  Magistral  Council,  and
shall  hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Grand  Chancellor  or
earlier resignation, shall prescribe and regulate the arrangements for
all ceremonies of the Order in accord with the wishes of the Grand
Magistral Council.

d.  Grand  Almoner,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Grand
Chancellor  upon  ratification  of  the  Grand  Magistral  Council,  and
shall  hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Grand  Chancellor  or
earlier  resignation,  and  shall  be  responsible  for  the  charitable  and
humanitarian activities of the Order in accord with the wishes of the
Grand Magistral Council.

e.  Grand Referendary,  who shall  be appointed by the Grand
Chancellor  upon  ratification  of  the  Grand  Magistral  Council,  and
shall  hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Grand  Chancellor  or
earlier resignation, shall be responsible to deal with any disputes that
arise between Grand Magistral Officers, the Magisterium, or Grand
Magistral Council and constituent bodies or members of the Order, or
members of the public.

f. Grand Chaplain General, who shall be a Christian cleric of
Bishopric rank, and who shall be appointed by the Grand Chancellor
upon ratification of the Grand Magistral Council, and shall hold office
during the pleasure of the Grand Chancellor or earlier resignation,
shall be the advisor to the Grand Magistral Council in all matters of
an  ecclesiastical  nature  and  shall  determine  the  form  of  religious
service and prayers to be used on such occasions as are not otherwise
provided for in the Statutes or Rules.
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3. Special Non-voting Officers.
a. Royal Patrons shall be members of ruling or former ruling

royal  houses  who consent  to  be  Royal  Patrons  of  the  Order.  The
Royal Patrons have honorary duties to advise the Order on affairs of
heraldry.

b. Religious Protectors shall be senior Christian religious leaders
who l  consent to provide religious protection and guidance to  the
Order.

4. The Grand Master may appoint other international officers
who shall hold office during the pleasure of the Grand Master or until
removal or resignation and shall be responsible for such matters as
may be referred to them by the Grand Master.

5. After the end of their term of office, each Grand Magistral
Officer shall be entitled to retain their title of office followed by the
word "emeritus."

ARTICLE VII. THE MAGISTERIUM.

The Grand Master, Grand Chancellor, Grand Treasurer, and the
Grand  Secretary  General  shall  be  the  Magisterium,  which  as  the
executive committee of the Order, governs between meetings of the
Magisterial  Council.  The  Magisterium  meets  in  person  or  by
electronic means, at the call of the Grand Master and shall consider
matters  referred  to  it  by  the  Grand  Master,  shall  make
recommendations for action to, and shall implement the decisions of,
the Grand Magistral Council.

ARTICLE VIII. ESTABLISHMENTS OF THE ORDER.

The constituent establishments of the Order are autonomous Grand
Priories  and  Priories  and  those  Templar  organizations  that  have
agreed to maintain the obligations of membership described in the
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Statutes and Rules. Each Templar group wishing to become a member
of the Order may petition the Grand Master for membership in the
Order,  and  upon  acceptance  by  the  Grand  Master  and  upon  the
recommendation of the Grand Magistral Council, and by
its agreement to maintain the obligations of membership described in
the Statutes  and Rules,  shall  become a constituent  member  of  the
Order.

ARTICLE IX. GRADES OF THE ORDER.

1. The Order recognizes the following Grades:
Grade  I  -  Knights  and  Dames  Grand  Croix  of  the  Temple
(GCTJ/DGCTJ)
Grade  II  -  Knights  and  Dames  Grand  Officier  of  the  Temple
(GOTJ/DOTJ)
Grade  III  -  Knights  and  Dames  Commander  of  the  Temple
(KCTJ/DCTJ)
Grade IV - Knights and Dames of the Temple (KTJ/DTJ)

2. The postnominals adopted for each Grade may properly be
used by those to whom they apply to indicate their grade in the Order
in  the  context  of  any  occasion  or  matter  connected  with  their
participation  in  the  work  of  the  Order,  or  for  inclusion  in  any
publication  of  a  biographical  nature  but  admission,  attachment,  or
promotion  to  any  Grade  in  the  Order,  or  the  privileges  derived
therefrom of wearing the insignia appertaining or belonging thereto,
shall  not confer any rank, style, title,  dignity,  appellation or social
precedence whatsoever.

ARTICLE X. PROMOTIONS IN THE ORDER.

Promotion  in  the  Order  to  Grade  I  (Grand  Croix)  shall  be
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conferred only by the Grand Master, a Grand Prior or by the Grand
Magistral Council.

ARTICLE XI. FOUNDATION, DONATIONS AND OBLATIONS.

The Order  is  devoted to  works  of  charity  and  humanitarian
action,  and it  is  a  fundamental  rule  that  those  who belong to  the
Order  shall  contribute  to  the  extent  of  their  capability  to  its
charitable and humanitarian works such donations and oblations as
shall  be  from  time  to  time  established  by  the  Grand  Magistral
Council. On dissolution of the Order, any amounts remaining, after
the payment  of  debts,  will  be  disposed of  by the Grand Magistral
Council for such similar Christian charitable causes as it selects.

ARTICLE XII. INTERPRETATION AND AMENDMENT.

1.  In  these  Statutes,  unless  the  context  otherwise  requires,
words  denoting  the  masculine  include  the  feminine,  words  in  the
singular  include  the  plural  and  words  in  the  plural  include  the
singular, all as appropriate to the context.

2. If at any time the Grand Magistral Council, in the exercise of
the powers conferred upon it,  shall  ordain that any office or body
constituted by or under these Statutes shall have its name changed,
any reference to  such office  or  body in these Statutes  or  in Rules
made hereunder shall be read and construed as a reference to such
office or body by such new name.

3.  If  any  question  arises  as  to  the  interpretation  of  these
Statutes,  the  matter  shall  be  referred  to  the  Grand Master,  whose
decision shall be final.

Adopted by vote of the Grand Magistral Council effective 1 March,
2020.
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Statutes of theStatutes of the
Grand Priory of the United StatesGrand Priory of the United States

We hereby set  forth  the  following guiding  principles  of  the
OSMTJ (Ordre Souverain et Militaire du Temple de Jérusalem) Grand
Priory of America, in order to reaffirm the charter of our founders,
and  to  ensure  that  our  Grand  Priory  is  never  corrupted  or
compromised  in  its  principles.  As  the  OSMTJ  Grand  Priory  of
America has entered the Third Millennium after the advent of our
Lord, we hold the following articles indefeasible and central to the
legitimacy and continued survival of the Grand Priory of America:

ARTICLE I

We forever dedicate ourselves to the service of our Lord Jesus
Christ,  and the universal,  Holy Christian Church that He founded.
We are an ecumenical Christian Grand Priory, with admission open
to  all  professing  Christians,  Catholics,  Protestants,  and  Orthodox,
regardless of church affiliation or denomination. We look forward to
the day when all Christian churches are once again unified, and until
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that  time pledge  ourselves  to  act  as  a  bridge between the  various
denominations and congregations of the universal Christian church.

ARTICLE II

As a Christian Grand Priory, we singularly worship and serve
our Lord Jesus Christ. We believe in God the Eternal Father and in
His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost, as professed by our Lord
and preached by His Apostles. We therefore restrict entry into the
Order to baptized Christians, eighteen years of age or older, except
that the sixteen-year-old or sons and daughters of Dames and Knights
may also be granted full membership. We cannot hold any deities of
other religions as  equal to our Lord, nor grant membership in the
Grand Priory to those who do.

ARTICLE III

We decry all occult beliefs and practices, declaring them to be
anathema and forbidden to all those in the OSMTJ Grand Priory of
America. Any Templar who engages in other than Christian worship
is automatically excommunicated from the Grand Priory of America,
and will be formally expelled.

ARTICLE IV

As a Grand Priory, we will never embrace any sectarian cause
or political party, other than concerns oaths of fealty or allegiance
those  countries  hosting  our  priories.  While individual  knights  and
dames are free to hold their  own opinions and to take part in the
political process, they must never associate the Grand Priory with any
sectarian  or  political  cause,  no  matter  how noble,  lest  this  Grand
Priory  be  identified  with  that  cause  and  it  detract  from our  holy
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purposes. We are dedicated to fostering the rights of Christians in all
lands to worship freely, and we consider activities in support of this
cause to be more spiritual than secular, as outlined in Article XII.

ARTICLE V

No officer or official in the OSMTJ Grand Priory of America
will ever order a subordinate knight or dame to perform any act or
duty that violates his or her conscience, or religious beliefs, to include
the canon law of his or her church, or the laws of his or her country,
or applicable international law.

ARTICLE VI

We are bound to uphold all just and moral oaths, such as oaths
of fealty, and marriage or sacerdotal vows, but no secret oath shall
ever be required in the OSMTJ Grand Priory of America. Nor will
blood oaths ever be required of a member of this Grand Priory, for
our Lord is the ultimate Judge of whether or not a just and moral oath
has been truly kept and fulfilled. All oaths taken by a Knight Templar
will be taken on the Christian Bible.

ARTICLE VII

We hold, now and forever, that neither titles nor ranks shall
ever be for sale, nor will entry into the Grand Priory of America ever
be dependent upon any person’s financial or social status. Nor will
any knight or dame ever be dismissed from the Grand Priory or held
in contempt for the inability to pay donations or obligations. Neither
shall any priory nor other governing body of our organization ever
levy involuntary assessments on any knight or dame. As the true and
spiritual descendants of the original “Poor Knights of Christ,” we will
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never value money or other material things over humble service to
our Lord.

ARTICLE VIII

The  OSMTJ  Grand  Priory  of  America  and  its  members  will
respect all state and national laws of the United States of America. We
claim no sovereignty. All priories that make up the Grand Priory of
America shall recognize and honor those officers elected to serve as
the governing body of the Grand Priory.

ARTICLE IX

In the case of any member violates this Declaration, the statutes
of the Grand Priory of America, or the bylaws of the priory itself, in
that such a person may have departed from Templar principles and
operates in such a manner as to bring dishonor and discredit upon our
Grand Priory, that person will be expelled from our Grand Priory.

ARTICLE X

We recognize all other legitimate Knights Templar Orders, and
we seek to ally ourselves with other true Knights Templar Orders, but
we do not recognize, nor admit the existence of any Templar Order
with a superior claim to that of our own.

ARTICLE XI

The Grand Priory of America may, from time to time, select a
Royal  or  spiritual  Protector  for  the  Grand  Priory,  and  shall  pay
homage to the same; however, the selection of a Royal or spiritual
protector  will  not  imply or  express  an elevation of  the protector’s
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church over any other church body. We also hereby ordain that all
members of the Grand Priory shall render the proper respect to all
Christian churches and their lawful clerics and leaders, and will never
seek  to  cause  division  or  schism  in  the  Grand  Priory  due  to
theological  differences  between  the  various  churches  and  their
congregations. We also give grateful thanks to the churches that have
assisted this Grand Priory in its time of need.

ARTICLE XII

Whereas  the  Knights  Templar  were  originally  founded  to
protect the Christian pilgrims traveling to the Holy Land, we hold as
one  of  our  most  sacred  duties  to  be  an  advocate  for  the  right  of
Christians to worship freely wherever they may reside or travel, and
we will not rest until all Christians are accorded this basic God-given
right. We hereby pledge our knightly honor as defenders of the faith,
as we pray that our Grand Priory may once again fulfill its charge to
guard the sacred places in the Holy Land.

ARTICLE XIII

The  OSMTJ  Grand  Priory  of  America  will  never  reject  any
postulant on the basis of race, sex, ethnic origins, nationality, social,
economic, or educational status, political creed, or Christian tradition.
We hold that in addition to being a baptized Christian and a person of
good  character,  the  chief  criterion  for  acceptance  will  be  the
postulant’s  willingness  to  serve  the  Grand  Priory  faithfully  and
without thought of recompense. We similarly hold that no postulant
has an automatic right to join the Grand Priory, but must be accepted
by the membership of the priory to which he or she has applied, and
meet the standards established for membership in the Grand Priory.
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ARTICLE XIV

We hold that beneath our white mantles that we are all humble
servants of  our Lord Jesus Christ,  and we forever mandate that all
male and female knights shall be co-equal in this Grand Priory, and
that no office, title, or rank shall ever be debarred a Knight Templar
on the basis of sex, ethnicity, social or financial status, or Christian
tradition.

ARTICLE XV

We will  remember  the  brave  and  valorous  Knights  Templar
who were martyred in the name of our Lord, and who were unjustly
imprisoned,  tortured,  and burned at  the stake on the orders  of  an
Unchristian King.

ARTICLE XVI

Membership in the OSMTJ Grand Priory of America conveys
no  social  titles  such  as  “Sir.”  Instead  Christian  men  who  join  the
organization  are  termed  “Knights”  with  the  honorific  title  of
Chevalier and females are termed “Dames” with the honorific title of
Chevaleresse (or Chevalière).

ARTICLE XVII

The OSMTJ Grand Priory of America will forever hold sacred
the five indefeasible rules of our Grand Priory:

1.  The  Temple  and  Service  thereof,  for  we  are  the  spiritual
descendants of the original Nine Knights of the Order, who first held
their  conclaves  in  the  Holy  Temple  in  Jerusalem,  and  we  look
forward to its rebuilding;

2. The Love of Meditation, for we must continually look into
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our  own souls,  and ask  ourselves  if  we  are  truly  following in  the
footsteps of the Master;

3. Discipline, for the principles laid down for the Grand Priory
by our patron saint, Bernard of Clairvaux, are still valid today, and we
must remember that we are standard bearers for our faith, and never
forget that in all personal choices we set an example, whether good or
bad;

4.  Knightly  Combat,  for  the  Blood  Red  Cross  that  we  wear
reminds us that sacrifices are often required of the faithful, and we
must always  be  willing to battle  the forces  of  evil  in the spiritual
realm. Today’s Templars are faced with a spiritual battle instead of a
physical one.

5. Brotherhood and Sisterhood, in that each day we must help
our brethren, for one day our Lord shall ask us, “Where is thy brother
and thy sister?”  and on that  day we shall  have to give account of
ourselves. We must not accept reward, but always be pillars of the
Temple, for all the Grand Priory holds for us is the opportunity to flee
the sins of the world, to live charitably, to be penitent, and above all,
to be the humble servant of Almighty God. 

In this, our Holy mandate, to further the aims of Christianity
and our Grand Priory, and in particular to enable the Holy Christian
Church to carry out the Great Commission, we pledge our lives, our
souls, and our knightly honor.

We, the undersigned members of the Supreme Military Order
of  the  Jerusalem  Temple,representing  all  the  priories  in  the
Confederation, hold that this indefeasible Declaration will henceforth
serve as the guiding principles of our Grand Priory, and we declare
that  any  Templars,  priories,  or  governing  bodies  that  depart  from
them  have  forfeited  their  knighthoods  and  right  to  be  known  or
called  members  of  the  Supreme  Military  Order  of  the  Jerusalem
Temple. Let those who violate these principles and bring dishonor to
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this  Grand  Priory  be  summarily  expelled,  but  let  those  who  hold
these principles dear and who wish to glorify our Lord be forever
known as  faithful  Knights  Templar,  and  may  our  Lord  give  them
strength and courage to endure to the end.

Therefore we, the OSMTJ Grand Priory of America, dedicate
this  Declaration  to  our  most  holy  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom all
hearts are open, all desires known, and no secrets hidden. We hereby
submit  ourselves  to  our  Lord,  and  pray  that  He  will  cleanse  the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of His Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love and faithfully serve Him, and worthily magnify
His greatness and holiness, in the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost.

We also pray that we, the OSMTJ Grand Priory of  America,
may find our inheritance in the Kingdom of God with all the holy
knights and saints who have found favor with our Lord in ages past.

O God, the protector of all who trust in You, without Whom
nothing  is  strong,  nothing  is  noble,  nothing  is  holy:  Increase  and
multiply upon us Your mercy; that, with You as our Ruler and Guide,
we may so pass through things temporal; that we lose not the things
eternal; that we be Knights Templar worthy of our charges and oaths,
and that we fearlessly battle evil in the spiritual realm; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and
glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.
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Signatures of KnightsSignatures of Knights

Be it known to all present and individuals hereafter, that
under these Articles Patent, I do agree to abide and follow as

a Knight of the 
ORDRE SOUVERAIN ET MILITAIRE DU TEMPLE DE JÉRUSALEM, 

GRAND PRIORY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
(OSMTJ-USA)

Signed

      _____________________________      
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
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_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________
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_____________________________



Signature of AuthorizationSignature of Authorization

Be it also known to all present and individuals hereafter that
I do accept and witness the signature of the these named 

Knights and hereby affix my hand.

Signed

______________________________

Priory of   ______________________
OSMTJ KNIGHTS TEMPLAR OF AMERICA
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